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South Carolina agreeing to make no attack on Fort Sumter and to let
mail and provisions reach the fort as usual.
Clay found Hayne hesitant on this proposition and brought it to him
next day in writing, signed by the ten Senators of the seceding states
still in Washington; Toombs and Brown of Mississippi seem to have
gone before the rest. Impressed by this pretentious request, Hayne
agreed in writing to refer the whole matter back to South Carolina,
Slidell, Fitzpatrick, and Mallory then sent copies of the senatorial propo-
sition and Hayne's acceptance to Buchanan, in order to persuade him
to make the desired pledge. This correspondence reached him on the
19th. He knew it was coming because Clay had gone over the whole
matter with him.
In fact the pledge was scarcely necessary. The administration had
decided not to try any more reenforcements. This was due partly to
Anderson's disclaimer of any need and partly to General Scott's con-
clusion that the defenses of Charleston had become too strong for help
to reach Sumter. Judge Black had dissented from this vigorously, but
Holt had been instructed, January 16, to inform Anderson that reen-
forcements would not be sent. Furthermore, when Buchanan received
the Slidell-Fitzpatrick-Mallory letter he replied to it by having Holt
inform the Senators of the decision. Holt's letter stated, for the Presi-
dent, that he could not bind himself to send no aid, but that for the
present he did not expect to despatch any.
Although this decision was not an agreement with South Carolina,
the inquiring Senators thought it would be useful, and tried to persuade
the Palmetto state that it was sufficient. They contemplated sending
Jefferson Davis with Major Anderson's brother, Larz, to avert hostili-
ties, but Davis's illness prevented. They did persuade Hayne to send
the whole correspondence back to Columbia and thus prolong the
truce. Hayne delayed presenting his own letter to the President until he
should receive further instructions.20
The secession Senators had a second apprehension to disturb them.
The federal government had extensive fortifications at Pensacola,
Florida, its key base on the Gulf of Mexico. As soon as Floyd had de-
parted from the War Department, Scott and Holt had looked to the
Florida defenses. Fort Taylor at Key West and Fort Jefferson on the